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“So what do we do when the police come to take our lives?” asked a young man and his wife during 
a CRM church-planting training event in the Middle East.

An older man, from the same country, answered out of 
his own experience: 

“Well, this is what I say when this happens to me. I tell 
them, ‘You are not taking my life. I am giving my life for 
you, and I hope you will come to know my Lord Jesus 
Christ so that we can be together in heaven some day.’”

The 24 young Middle Eastern leaders in the room 
 nodded their heads in agreement and said, “Okay, that 
is what we will say.”

Such are the realities of planting churches in such a volatile part of the world. CRM’s work in the 
Middle East involves quietly equipping national leaders from countries throughout the region to 
start and multiply new expressions of the body of Christ. However, working with leaders from such 
places often presents unique challenges.

The young leaders at this training are part of a church movement that is growing exponentially in 
their nation. In order to maintain their safety and security, we had to bring them out of their country 
as part of a tour group to another location in the region. It required some carefully planned security 
arrangements.

Despite what one may hear on the news, the Church is growing in the Middle East and North Africa 
because of such men and women. These courageous leaders have committed themselves to the 
Lordship of Christ and living out that commitment, regardless of the consequences. They have 
counted the cost and are wiling to pay it—even if it means laying down their lives.

In my role with CRM, I have the honor and privilege of walking alongside these leaders and serving 
them. I sat in silence that day at the church-planting training, marveling and rejoicing at what I had 
just witnessed in a room among modern-day heroes of the faith.

Thank you for your partnership with CRM. It makes a difference in places like the Middle East, 
where thousands are embracing the Lord Jesus.

Gratefully, 

Norris Williams 
CRM-US Middle East Staff 
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