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  [EVES ARE BETTER (FOR NOW)]::: {A CHRISTMAS EVE MEDITATION}       

Anticipation is a joy, and at Christmas the Eve is often better than the indulgence of the Day. Our preparation is 
for a guest. A thought emerging out of the fog of my tired mind (It is the end of the year, after all) is this: Does 

growing maturity (which I would directly correlate with a parallel sense of willingness to embrace change) move 
one towards the process of enjoying anticipation, as opposed to consuming the end result? As I look back on 

significant moments in my life, I realize that even my memories are strewn with moments leading up to the ‘Big 
Events,’ as opposed to the actual experience itself. Rather, it is the process which is burned into my 

recollections, as opposed to the destination. This is simple when you think about it: My family honors Tree Day 
(the annual ritual of cutting down a fresh Douglas Fir) more than Christmas, the ingredients of Christmas Dinner 

more than the actual meal itself, the obscene pile of presents overflowing underneath the tree more than the 
actual gifts contained within. 

The parallel journey of our own lives is striking to the point of chills, if you let yourself actually connect the dots. 
God seems to be more concerned about the preparation, than the Day itself. Could He be more interested in 

what happens along the way, as opposed to where we actually end up (Knowing in fact, that as we are present in 
opening up to Him and ourselves along the way, where we end up will be exactly right anyway!)? And so, I offer a 

simple thought this Christmas Eve: Maybe this day is more significant as we mature.  Maybe ‘the Eves’ in our 
lives are a deep gift to be embraced wholeheartedly, in whatever Eve or darkness or light you are found within. 

Eves are better (For Now).

A 
South African lady 

(Sarah Van Der Merwe) 
+

An American gentleman

 (Christopher Walter
Edward  Kamalski) 

=
An Incredible Script 
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Carrying Hope, One Shack At A Time
Following a fire in a neighboring squatter camp, 
One-Life Shack Build (Maxie’s house-building 
organization) built 7 shacks in 1 day to replace 
destruction with hope. We lugged each shack 
over 1km into the camp, literally carrying hope! 

YEAR-END REPORT
VOL 5, DECEMBER 2010

RECOVERING THE LOST ART OF DISCERNMENT
In a South African context, whether that be in the bustle of the city center or in the midst of a township rife with 
tangible need, how do you facilitate spiritual direction & soul care for Africans? This was my challenge in 2010...

       Thomas Keating writes, “The spiritual 
journey is not a career or a success story. It is a 
series of humiliations of the false self that 
becomes more & more profound. These make 
room inside us for the Holy Spirit to come in and 
heal. What prevents us from being available to 
God is gradually evacuated. We keep getting 
closer & closer to our center. Every now & then 
God lifts a corner of the veil & enters into our 
awareness through various channels, as if to say, 
‘Here I am. Where are you? Come & join Me.” In 
a few short words, Keating unpacks the heart of 
spiritual direction and clearness committees, 
two spiritual disciplines central to the practice of 
authentic faith in the way of Jesus. These 
related disciplines were central to my work with 
NieuCommunities South Africa in 2010. 
       Spiritual direction is defined simply as ‘a 
relationship between the Holy Spirit, a directee, 
and a director, where the director discerns and 
helps the directee to discern what God is doing 
in the directee’s life, as well as what may be 
going on in the dynamics of his relationship with 

God.” While gaining familiarity within the Church 
of the Western world, this discipline is largely 
unknown, and therefore foreign, to the faith 
practices of most African Christ-followers. I was 
privileged to be invited to facilitate spiritual 
direction for our sister team, InnerChange South 
Africa, a growing community of Africans seeking 
to live as a tangible fragrance of Christ among 
the poor in Soshanguve, a large township slum 
outside of Pretoria. 
       Luc & Petunia Kabongo have become dear 
friends of mine as we have partnered together in 
multiple avenues of mission this past year. 
Shared learning about how to practice a 
contemplative spirituality was challenging, yet 
welcomed for all of us. For example: How do 
you help an African accustomed to fervent 
prayers, loud singing, and constant movement, 
welcome the Spirit of God in quiet? These, and 
related challenges, shaped a year in which the 
God partnered with me to open Africans to a 
fresh experience of Jesus Himself. Powerful, 
shaping mornings marked this experiment...
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Inviting South Africans Into A Holistic Process of Self-Discovery + Vocational Calling
       Imile De Villiers is an insane guitarist (Think “A South African Edge”) 
with a deep heart for engaging Africans with the heart of Jesus. I first 
encountered the sweet licks permeating from Imile’s electric 
guitar during a World Cup Worship Tour we were both a part 
of this past June 2010. Invited to help shepherd a team of 
South Africans who played music as a service to our 
international friends in country for the beginning of the 
World Cup, Imile and I hit it off immediately. I found 
myself struck by his quiet spirit, a pure character that 
oozes Jesus, and a leadership potential that emanated 
from a place of service in action as opposed to a large 
platform from which to speak louder than others.
       Quite naturally, we began exploring a friendship that 
eventually led into an ongoing coaching & apprenticeship 
relationship between us. This coming year, Imile and 10 of his friends 

will move into a large house a block from my flat, seeking to live as an 
intentional community on mission as a group of friends. We are 

exploring how to best shepherd this community of neighbors, 
and in so doing, I am finding increasing alignment with the 

central piece of my role description as a Field Staff with 
NieuCommunities South Africa: “You will be successful 
when those in our covenanted community and in our 
partnerships are exploring the depths of their spirituality 
and inner-life formation.”
       As I enter my third (!) year in South Africa, I am 

growing in confidence that a large part of my call to this 
nation involves helping South Africans come alive fully into 

the person that God always intended for them to be. Through 
tools such as Life Compass training, coaching relationships, or 

facilitation of spiritual practices, this vision is becoming my actual life!

I WILL SEEK TO RESTORE
what has been lost in the 
hearts of my friends, 
empowering them to come 
alive again as they grow into 
who God has always intended 
them to be, living out their 
vocational calling for the good 
of the world.

[A portion of my Life Compass Vision, 
originally written in September 2009].

LOREM IPSUM ALIQUAM BIBENDUM CURABITUR DAPIBUS

Sodales nulla
Ante auctor 
excepturi 
wisi, dolor 
lacinia eros 
condimentum 
dis, sodales.

Lacus nunc
Feugiat at. In 
orci ligula 
suscipit 
luctus, sed 
dolor, ut diam 
mauris.

Ut facilisis
Ante in dui 
ac, turpis 
donec, fusce, 
quasi amet 
urna tempor 
amet sit.

Cras volutpat
Mattis justo 
massa sed, 
odio feugiat 
gravida nunc. 
Quam ac vel 
est dapibus.

“MY 
VOCATION IS TO 

FORM THE CHURCH TO 
DISCERN & ENGAGE 
THEIR VOCATION IN 
COMMUNITY FOR 

THE WORLD.”

[1000 WORDS: MY LIFE VISION IN 1 IMAGE]

@CHRISKAMALSKI FAV TWEETS... 7:03P JULY 20TH 11:31A AUG 5TH 3:26P AUG 13TH 11:49P AUG 31ST

I am humbled to 
serve alongside 
400+ missionaries 
in 25+ countries all 
around the world. I 
have found my 
family, my tribe, my 
partners in CRM!

Happy anniversary 
@sarahmaxie! 
Today we are one! 
Yay, yay, yay, yay, 
yay, yay, yay, yay! 
Stoked...

That shudder you 
just heard was the 
collective sound of 
the creative world 
gasping in 
amazement at my 
rocking of a v-neck 
sweater. Iʼm sexy!

Happy Spring Day! 
Apparently, South 
African seasons 
turn in exact 3 
month increments! 
#MotherNatureisdi
sciplinedinwaysI
mnot
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“Are you aware of how strange it is 

that we are sitting in the same room 

discussing the mission of Jesus?”

remarked John, a black South African pastor of 

a network of house-church plants throughout 

the wider Pretoria area. His comment was 

directed at Thomas, an Afrikaans neighbor of 

ours who lived down the street from us in 

Clydesdale, the small neighborhood in the heart 

of Pretoria that NieuCommunities South Africa 

has only moved into a few months before. As 

Thomas heartily agreed with John, I scanned the 

room, noticing that the rest of our friends and 

guests, a mixture of Zimbabweans, Nigerians, 

and South Africans from a variety of ethnic 

backgrounds, were all nodding vociferously in 

unison. Suddenly it was overwhelmingly clear 

that what NieuCommunities was facilitating was 

beyond anything we could ever have imagined.

       In July 2010, Joe Reed, the Director of 

NCSA, came to us with a typically awesome, yet 

harebrained idea: What if we began to gather all 

of our South African friends and partners in 

mission, pursuing the relational lines already in 

existence throughout the city, seeking to host an 

8-week gathering whose purpose was to create 

space to facilitate dialogue around the mission 

of Jesus, a process by which NieuCommunities 

could potentially foster growth for missional 

leaders of all shapes & sizes? Immediately, the 

idea took root and sprung to life, resulting in 

“The Possibilities Gathering,” a series of 

common meals and shared conversation about 

what God was up to in our lives and world.

       Gathering each Tuesday evening 

throughout September and October in the Reed 

house, a fascinating mixture of friends 

participated with increasing curiosity and 

engagement in these dialogues, excited for a 

fresh experience of the work of Christ in our city. 

More than anything, we realized that our 

responsibility as a missional community was to 

simply provide space for South Africans to 

gather in freedom, apart from usual groups 

within local churches or nonprofit organizations, 

a space that encouraged thinking outside the 

norm of Christian faith and practice in South 

Africa. Largely taken for granted by our team, 

this space provoked fresh conversation, 

connection, and participation in the shared 

mission all followers of Christ are on. We count it 

a deep privilege to have hosted such a 

gathering, and are excited to see where this 

momentum carries us as we enter 2011.

POSSIBILITIES...

POSSIBILITIES ARE GATHERING
It was a year of transition for 
NieuCommunities South Africa: From 
Pretoria North, a suburb removed from 
Pretoria, to Clydesdale, a ‘sanctuary’ 
within the city center, as Curtis Love so 
beautifully described our new 
neighborhood. From hosting a 42-week 
apprenticeship program that primarily 
developed Westerners, to an organic 
mission community seeking to 
apprentice South African leaders in 
sustainable mission in their own 
context. From a ‘come to us to be 
transformed’ mentality, to a ‘May we 
walk alongside you?’ approach. Truly, 
possibilities are gathering for NCSA...

NCSA 
hosted Tuesday Night 

“Possibilities Gatherings” 
for 8 weeks in September & 

October to facilitate 
conversation about Jesus & 

a life of mission among 
our South African 

friends.
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[NIEUCOMMUNITIES SOUTH AFRICA HAS A MANDATE TO APPRENTICE & SEND SOUTH AFRICAN LEADERS 
INTO SUSTAINABLE MISSION AROUND THE WORLD. We seek to live this mandate through commitment 

to a community covenant & living out 6 learning postures that express 
‘how we seek to be’ a community on mission. Above, you’ll find both.]
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Effective, lasting mission requires careful exploration of one’s context...
...in a natural rhythm of life that is both sustainable to South African 

culture, yet challenging to current social norms about how one 

lives as a fragrance of Christ in Pretoria. 

       At the cusp of a multi-day Strategic Planning Review in 

March 2010, we came away with a strong conviction to 

“discern the opportune social and spiritual spaces in and 

around our neighborhood and determine which ones to 

be present among” (An ‘action’ item derived from our new 

mandate “to apprentice South African leaders into 

sustainable mission around the world”). Initially, we began a 

weekly practice of simply prayer-walking through Clydesdale, a 

neighborhood in the center of Pretoria that we felt drawn to relocate to as 

a missional community. This simple practice soon became a habit that 

informed our entire rhythm of life (and is reflected in our common 

covenant), as we quickly found immense value in deliberately 

living as a listening presence in Pretoria.

       This practice was as simple as a trip to a forgotten art 

museum a few blocks away, to coffee and conversation 

with neighbors in our local park, to exploring the complex 

political and cultural realities that make up Pretorian 

residents. Mostly, regular neighborhood exploration 

allowed us to be present in our city prior to responding to the 

vast needs throughout Pretoria. Something about this rhythm 

feels central to our role within the larger South African story.

Our Weekly Rhythm of Life
*Morning Prayers in the Park
          ~7:15-7:40a, Tuesday-Friday~

*Common Meal & Learning Conversation
          ~6:00-8:30p, Tuesday Evenings

*Breakfast & Neighborhood Exploration
          ~8:00-12:00p, Thursday Mornings

*Missional Engagement With Partners
          ~Multiple hours per week

*Coaching Relationships
          ~At minimum, every 2 weeks

LOREM IPSUM ALIQUAM BIBENDUM CURABITUR DAPIBUS

Sodales nulla
Ante auctor 
excepturi 
wisi, dolor 
lacinia eros 
condimentum 
dis, sodales.

Lacus nunc
Feugiat at. In 
orci ligula 
suscipit 
luctus, sed 
dolor, ut diam 
mauris.

Ut facilisis
Ante in dui 
ac, turpis 
donec, fusce, 
quasi amet 
urna tempor 
amet sit.

Cras volutpat
Mattis justo 
massa sed, 
odio feugiat 
gravida nunc. 
Quam ac vel 
est dapibus.

“TO 
LISTEN & BE 

PRESENT IN OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD & CITY 

IN ORDER TO KNOW & BE 
KNOWN, RESPONDING 

TO THE NEEDS OF 
THE CITY.”

A SOUTH AFRICAN RHYTHM

@CHRISKAMALSKI FAV TWEETS... 6:20P SEPT 11TH 4:26P SEPT 15TH 11:22P SEPT 18TH 7:41A SEPT 28TH

Breathing deeply 
and enjoying 
@welovepicturesʼ 
wedding, one of the 
most creative 
spaces Iʼve been 
in! @sarahmaxie 
is stunningly 
beautiful tonight!

Really good 
morning walking 
through Keirsey 
Personality 
Temperment tests 
with our leaders in 
prison, 
@sarahmaxie, & 
our counselor Rita!

RT @sarahmaxie: 
Only in Africa: We 
had an elephant 
poo fight (like a 
sand fight on the 
beach) in the bush 
today...awesome!

16.5 million South 
Africans live on 
less than the 
poverty level of 
R269 (~$38 US) a 
month, and 
inequality was 
among the highest 
in the world. (Patel)
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“CLYDESDALE FEELS LIKE A 
SANCTUARY WITHIN THE CITY,”

Curtis remarked one Thursday morning 

shortly after we had moved into our new 

neighborhood. As we nodded in agreement, it 

began to dawn on us that we weren’t quite sure 

what this meant in reality; rather, we were simply 

acknowledging a ‘gut reaction’ that initially 

confirmed our missional community’s move into 

the heart of Pretoria.

Why Clydesdale? As illustrated in the map 

of Pretoria below, at first the matter was simply 

one of practicality. If our mandate was now to 

“apprentice South African leaders into 

sustainable mission around the world,” we must 

move away from Pretoria North, a suburb to the 

north of the city center bordered by the 

Magliesberg mountain range, where we were 

literally separated from life within the city, to 

somewhere in the heart of Pretoria, accessible 

to all parts of the city. Additionally, we knew we 

wanted to be located within a neighborhood that 

reflected the South African reality culturally, 

economically, and socially. Clydesdale fits that 

description to a ‘T.’ Technically a part of 

Sunnyside, a much larger neighborhood directly 

west, our neighborhood is filled with families 

with teenagers who attend several prestigious 

private schools blocks from our homes, to 

scores of ‘student communes’ (homes that have 

been transformed into low-cost university-

student housing; at least 10 communes share 

the same street where our community gathers 

each week at the Reed house), to virtually every 

single African nation being represented among 

the high-rise flats of Sunnyside a few blocks 

over. Clydesdale is home to Loftus Versfeld, the 

Vodacom Blue Bulls rugby stadium and premier 

World Cup soccer venue in June 2010, a 1 km 

walk from the University of Pretoria, the largest 

university in the city, several beautiful parks, yet 

a sizable homeless and transient population. It is 

one of the few neighborhoods where students, 

municipal workers, and families walk on a 

regular basis, seemingly unafraid of the ‘crime 

problem’ South Africa is often associated with. 

In the midst of this diversity, we have found 

ourselves a new home.

Part Home, Part Launching Pad

As a missional community, we 
are often asked whether our 
mission is to the neighborhood 
of Clydesdale, or to the wider 
city. Confusingly enough, we 
simply answer “Yes!” 
Clydesdale is both our home and 
our launching pad, a place to 
rest, and an environment from 
which larger missional 
adventures begin...

CLYDESDALE

Clydesdale 
is located in the 
heart of Pretoria. 

Apt metaphor, 
anyone?
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“Strangely Familiar.” With this phrase rattling around my mind one December morning,
       I paddled out for a few Dawn Patrol waves at the same surf spot in 
North Orange County I had been frequenting for over a decade. My 
longtime surf buddy had mustered this summation as a possible 
explanation for the weirdness I was invariably feeling reentering my 
home for the past 12 years, having just returned from a ten-month 
apprenticeship as a part of a missional community in Pretoria.
       Himself a product of a bicultural experience growing up 
in Germany, my displaced heart found momentary solace in 
those words, and in the familiar of a few wedge-like peaks 
rolling off the stationary jetties of Newport Beach. And yet, 
as we floated together in the growing light of morning, 
those words began to flip themselves over, a realization 
taking root in my heart that it was actually the familiar that 
now appeared strange.
       Shaking off this disconcerting anxiety, I attempted to 
dismiss this feeling as the manifestation of my inevitable 
struggle to reenter a place I had long called home. Surely, I 
was upturned by the materialistic excess surrounding me, or 
the acres of people just a little too beautiful for them to be au 
natural. These conclusions rang simplistically hollow however, as 
this experience living abroad was merely the longest I have spent outside 
America, rather than my first.

       Something deeper is awakening inside me as I walk the tightrope of 
this transitional space between a familiar life I once lived, and the nervous, 
diffused anxiety I feel about the still undefined life unfolding in front of me. 
I am clamoring for the comfortable familiarity of the somewhat easily 

defined life of my past, knowing that this familiarity will rapidly 
breed stagnation if I seek to grasp what no longer is actually 

possible, that of a life formerly lived. Simultaneously, a 
steady, small Voice within propels me forward toward a new 
reality of risk, cultural integration, and a life both equally 
desired & feared in a breath.
       Jesus was aware of a deep preference for paralyzed 
stability in humanity. This understanding must have 
provoked his absurd question to a man paralyzed for 38 
years, Christ audaciously asking whether this man 
actually wanted to get well (John 5). Frustration wells in 

me as I realize that this question frames my entire journey. 
Do I wish formational movement in my soul? If so, then I 

must be willing to take a few steps away from paralyzation 
towards freedom! I want to live in voluntary displacement, 

willing to move from the familiar to the strange, knowing that this 
journey is counter-intuitive, yet necessary for anything within me to 
change.

NERDS LOVE DEFINITIONS! :) 

in |in| (preposition): expressing a 
state or condition.

voluntary |ˈvälənˌterē| (adjective): 
done, given, or acting of one's 
own free will.

displacement |disˈplāsmənt| 
(noun): the moving of something 
from its place or position.

@CHRISKAMALSKI FAV TWEETS... 6:47P OCT 2ND 8:20P OCT 12TH 7:11P OCT 12TH 7:18P OCT 23RD

Carrying 7 shacks 
1km each into a 
squatter camp from  
@sarahmaxieʼs 
One Life Shack 
Build was by far the 
most Kingdom of 
God part of my 
week!

RT @joereed426: 
Storyboarding as a 
tool for strategic 
planning..we did 
that thanks to our 
brilliant community.. 
Writing stories with 
God in South Africa

@chriskamalski is 
bringing the 
Entrusting Posture 
to our community 
and friends 
tonight...Love it 
when he brings it 
(Fr. @joereed426).

Ezra just made me 
stop working and 
print him a 
Spiderman image 
to color on. 
#kidsareawesome
ihavelotstolearn

ORIGINALLY 
PENNED AS I 

PREPARED TO MOVE TO 
SOUTH AFRICA IN MARCH 

2010, THIS REFLECTION ON 
TRANSITION DESCRIBED 

MUCH OF MY INNER 
JOURNEY IN 2010.

IN  VOLUNTARY 
DISPLACEMENT
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(Excerpt from my May 5th blog post, “I Went To Prison Tuesday”) 
Enter Baavianspoort, a ‘first entrance’ prison for young men 
between the ages of 14 to 21. While there are some 
prisoners that have sentences of up to 20 years, for 
offenses as serious as murder, many of the prisoners are 
there for less serious crimes such as theft or drug related 
charges, and are incarcerated for several months up to 
several years. Joe Reed invited me to join him in helping the 
Pure Hope team listen and experience their first morning of 
work within this new setting, as an opportunity to practice 
discernment alongside a strategic partner basically asking 
God what He was up to....

....Tears in my eyes and a quiver in my chin, I stood stunned 
at the magnificence of their voices, the openness in their 
spirits, the evident community among these young men, 
and their generous spirit of welcome to us. I looked out at a 
sea of faces and wondered at the series of choices these 
men had made that landed them here in strangely matching 
choir outfits....I found myself hoping for something more, 
and heartbroken at the lack of mentoring, shepherding, and 
likely, fathering, that this generation of men before me had 
received. What could take place if we were to invest in them 
and train our friends in Pure Hope to carry relationship with 
them forward as these men finished their sentences?

“It was your empowerment for 

me to come out of [trials] & 

tribulation both physically & 

emotionally to find out a 

meaningful life of who I am and 

what I want to be...you healed 

both heart & mind...I realized 

that for a man [must] pass 

through criticism resulting to 

improvement”

[A Letter of Thanks from Lewis 
Mhlongo, my Zimbabwean friend in 
prison whom we are working with to 
develop a personal vision and sense of 
God’s vocational call on his life once he 
finishes his sentence in January 2011. 
Please pray Lewis steps into the story 
God is writing with his life...]



2011 FINANCIAL 
NEED FORECAST
       I remain deeply grateful for your financial 
partnership with CRM/NieuCommunities South 
Africa, and your belief in the mission that God is 
calling me into as a part of His ongoing work 
here in Pretoria. 
       My monthly financial need in 2011 is 
$2,908. Currently, I forecast approximately 
$2,431 in monthly partnership in 2011. Simple 
subtraction tells you that I need to raise an 
additional $477 in actual funds a month to 
meet my financial needs.
       My budget increased $280 month in 2011 
for several reasons:

• NCSA’s move into Clydesdale, a 
suburb with dramatically higher 
rent/utilities costs.

• The strengthening of the Dollar/
Rand exchange rate ($1=R6.8 
currently, down from R8+ in early 
2010).

• A year spent in South Africa 
helping me accurately reflect my 
budgetary needs (I am learning 
to pay for what I spend!)

How To Partner Financially

[Online]

1. Click this link to begin 
financial partnership.
2. Select monthly, annually, or 
one-time gift options and 
desired partnership levels. 
(Please prayerfully consider that I 
have monthly financial needs of 
roughly ????? through the end of 
2011. 
3. Enter banking details and you are done mere 
minutes later!
4.You may also access my fund through 

entering my name here: http://
crmleaders.org/support/support-staff

[Snail Mail]

1. Click this link to download a Financial 
Partnership Pledge Card.
2. Enter my name and fund number (Chris 
Kamalski #3829) on the card with all relevant 
details, and mail to CRM 1240 N. Lakeview 
Ave, Suite 120 Anaheim, CA 92807 USA.

Monthly Need: $2,908
  Monthly Current: ~$2,431

I need to raise $477/MONTH ($5,724/
YEAR) in additional actual funds to meet my 
financial needs in 2011. This is my best 
approximation given the uncertainty of of annual 
giving in 2011 as of this publication.

You’d 
pay good 

money for these 
faces, no? ;)

FIELD STORIES VOL. 5, DEC 2010
I Love Christmas Packages!:

110 Melville Street

Clydesdale 0002 Pretoria, South Africa

[BECOMING CHRIS KAMALSKI]
[NIEUCOMMUNITIES SOUTH AFRICA FIELD STAFF]

[http://nieucommunities.org]

[ONGOING COMMUNICATION]
ckamalski@gmail.com [EMAIL]

http://twitter.com/chriskamalski  [TWITTER]

New Website + Photo Blog------->         http://chriskamalski.com [NEW WEBSITE!]

http://facebook.com/chriskamalski [FACEBOOK]

Click here to partner financially with me! [FINANCIAL PARTNERSHIP]

https://secure.crmleaders.org/jfs/secure/donationform2.taf?_function=step1&designation=Kamalski&designationFund=3829
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