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“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. The life appeared: we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen 
and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.” (1 John 1:1-4)

The Paschal (Easter) mystery is simple: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again” 
(Charlie Hall, Mystery). Yet this mystery demands to be lingered within, for all creation swings 
upon the transition of these 3 simple phrases. So much has taken place within the span of 72 
hours that we must not move forward too quickly, our gaze shifting forward past the profundity 
of Holy Week. For this reason, “the present season of Easter, the fifty days from the Easter Vigil 
to the feast of Pentecost, has its roots in the Church’s efforts to enable the faithful to reflect on 
as many aspects of Christ’s paschal mystery as possible” (Dennis Billy, There Is A Season). 
Echoing John, life has appeared...and our response is to proclaim what we have seen and 
heard, so that all may participate in the fellowship of the Father and Son.

THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE: 

“The emphasis of the early church fathers and the ancient church is knowing God through the way 
of participation. We participate in Christ by living the life of our baptism into his death and resurrec-
tion. This is a daily, existential, moment-by-moment experience as we choose in this or that situation 
to die to the sins for which Christ died and choose the life of the Spirit for which Christ was raised 
to a new life” (Robert Webber, Ancient-Future Time).

This participation in the death and life of Christ is communal, a shared invitation for all who are walk-
ing together in the way of Jesus. Quite literally, it is our liturgy, the “work of the people” (For the Greek 
word liturgeia, from which we derive our word liturgy, means ‘the work of the people,’ as Robert 
Webber illuminates). A shared work of this magnitude is not to be rushed from, but rather entered 
into with joyous celebration and sustained hospitality. The life of Christ has come, and now dwells 
among and within us. Death has been struck down, and now we live together in this new reality.

Welcome, 3rd Place, to the THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE. Welcome,  3rd Place, to fifty days of 
new life, sustained joy, celebration and hospitality. Welcome, 3rd Place, to life with Jesus experi-
enced in its fullness. Welcome to THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER

At a fixed point each day, light a candle as a welcome reminder that “the darkness is pass-
ing and the true light is already shining” (1 John 2:8). Death has been defeated. Love has 
won. Life is now available to all. Christ is risen both within us and and throughout every 
corner of the world. As Jesus walks in new life among his disciples, we seek to celebrate 
and ‘participate in’ this new life within our world as well. Practice the discipline of Lectio 
Divina (Sacred, Responsive Reading of the Scriptures, inviting the ‘Living Word’ to read you) 
throughout this season by slowly reading 1 John, the central text for the Easter season as a 
3rd Place community. Full Scripture references are found here (http://textweek.com) in 
‘Easter B of Lectionary Year B Calendar.’

TRAINNAKED
PARTICIPATION THROUGH CELEBRATION: A SIGN OF THE RESURRECTION

As Jean Vanier writes, “Celebration is nourishment and resource. It makes present the goals 
of the community in symbolic form; and so brings hope and a new strength to take up 
again everyday life with more love. Celebration is a sign of the resurrection which gives us 
strength to carry the cross of each day. There is an intimate bond between celebration and 
the cross” (Community and Growth). Celebration actualizes the resurrection into an experi-
enced, lived-within reality that is tangibly felt and known. As Jesus knew well, a good party 
is a profound metaphor of the life that is available within the Kingdom of God. How do we, 
as followers of a living Way, model this resurrection in the gatherings we hold? How do 
we deliberately rejoice in the face of a world marked by pain, brokenness, and dysfunc-
tion, prophetically calling forth a different reality? How do we ‘enflesh’ life towards those 
around us?

To be human is to incarnate the reality of Jesus within your very body and life. The Easter season 
is a “great humanizing dimension of life in periods when most of the world lives bowed down by the 
very pain of being alive” (Joan Chittester). A few suggestions towards this participative celebration:

PARTICIPATION THROUGH HOSPITALITY: COMMUNICATING WELCOME

“Hospitality and celebration are closely linked...celebration that reflects time set aside to 
rejoice in being together” (Christine Pohl, Making Room). This linkage is due to the fact that 
celebration involves at its core the intentional communication of welcome to those in our 
lives, which is one of the most humanizing actions one can take in life. To recognize the 
resurrected life within another means that we “give someone else our full attention, viewing 
that person as a human being rather than as an embodied need or interruption” (Christine 
Pohl, Making Room). Hospitality often feels like a deep disruption to the self-focused time 
that most of us spend throughout the day, and yet is a discipline that becomes other-
focused more powerfully than almost any other thing. Paul commands us to practice hospi-
tality in Romans, as a means by which to deliberately celebrate and recognize the life within 
my neighbour. 

Look at your weekly routine and identify self-focused areas of time where you can welcome 
someone into your life in an inviting manner, simply to enjoy their presence.
If you struggle with sharing your physical space (house, flat, room), intentionally invite some-
one into this space, allowing them to use one of your most precious items.
Put away your cell phone, laptop, or other electronic devices when speaking in person to 
someone. “That one thing that needs to be responded to right now” can wait. Let that person 
you are speaking with enjoy your full attention.

A few suggestions towards participative hospitality:

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:9-10)

“Practice hospitality.” (Romans 12:13)

Throw a themed party that celebrates life in some creative, wacky manner. Encourage outland-
ish fun, freedom, and an unmitigated experience of joy, not to revel in excess but to take seri-
ously the life of Christ that is now within us.
Celebration takes many forms. If a friend or neighbor is suffering, how do you come alongside 
them, participating in their struggle and yet calling them forth from its drowning effects?
Identify a marginalized person in your life (a neglected friend, an elderly widow, an overlooked 
stranger among you) and befriend them simply for the joy of finding the good within them (the 
Imago Dei they were fashioned from!).
Where victory or growth from struggle is apparent, linger in this triumph. Don’t move too quickly 
from the growth you have experienced through the long fast of the Lenten season. You are 
different now, and Christ’s life has entered yours in ever-increasing ways!

“Celebrate His death and rising, lift your eyes, proclaim His coming!” (Charlie Hall, Mystery)
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ing together in the way of Jesus. Quite literally, it is our liturgy, the “work of the people” (For the Greek 
word liturgeia, from which we derive our word liturgy, means ‘the work of the people,’ as Robert 
Webber illuminates). A shared work of this magnitude is not to be rushed from, but rather entered 
into with joyous celebration and sustained hospitality. The life of Christ has come, and now dwells 
among and within us. Death has been struck down, and now we live together in this new reality.

Welcome, 3rd Place, to the THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE. Welcome,  3rd Place, to fifty days of 
new life, sustained joy, celebration and hospitality. Welcome, 3rd Place, to life with Jesus experi-
enced in its fullness. Welcome to THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER

At a fixed point each day, light a candle as a welcome reminder that “the darkness is pass-
ing and the true light is already shining” (1 John 2:8). Death has been defeated. Love has 
won. Life is now available to all. Christ is risen both within us and and throughout every 
corner of the world. As Jesus walks in new life among his disciples, we seek to celebrate 
and ‘participate in’ this new life within our world as well. Practice the discipline of Lectio 
Divina (Sacred, Responsive Reading of the Scriptures, inviting the ‘Living Word’ to read you) 
throughout this season by slowly reading 1 John, the central text for the Easter season as a 
3rd Place community. Full Scripture references are found here (http://textweek.com) in 
‘Easter B of Lectionary Year B Calendar.’

TRAINNAKED
PARTICIPATION THROUGH CELEBRATION: A SIGN OF THE RESURRECTION

As Jean Vanier writes, “Celebration is nourishment and resource. It makes present the goals 
of the community in symbolic form; and so brings hope and a new strength to take up 
again everyday life with more love. Celebration is a sign of the resurrection which gives us 
strength to carry the cross of each day. There is an intimate bond between celebration and 
the cross” (Community and Growth). Celebration actualizes the resurrection into an experi-
enced, lived-within reality that is tangibly felt and known. As Jesus knew well, a good party 
is a profound metaphor of the life that is available within the Kingdom of God. How do we, 
as followers of a living Way, model this resurrection in the gatherings we hold? How do 
we deliberately rejoice in the face of a world marked by pain, brokenness, and dysfunc-
tion, prophetically calling forth a different reality? How do we ‘enflesh’ life towards those 
around us?

To be human is to incarnate the reality of Jesus within your very body and life. The Easter season 
is a “great humanizing dimension of life in periods when most of the world lives bowed down by the 
very pain of being alive” (Joan Chittester). A few suggestions towards this participative celebration:

PARTICIPATION THROUGH HOSPITALITY: COMMUNICATING WELCOME

“Hospitality and celebration are closely linked...celebration that reflects time set aside to 
rejoice in being together” (Christine Pohl, Making Room). This linkage is due to the fact that 
celebration involves at its core the intentional communication of welcome to those in our 
lives, which is one of the most humanizing actions one can take in life. To recognize the 
resurrected life within another means that we “give someone else our full attention, viewing 
that person as a human being rather than as an embodied need or interruption” (Christine 
Pohl, Making Room). Hospitality often feels like a deep disruption to the self-focused time 
that most of us spend throughout the day, and yet is a discipline that becomes other-
focused more powerfully than almost any other thing. Paul commands us to practice hospi-
tality in Romans, as a means by which to deliberately celebrate and recognize the life within 
my neighbour. 

Look at your weekly routine and identify self-focused areas of time where you can welcome 
someone into your life in an inviting manner, simply to enjoy their presence.
If you struggle with sharing your physical space (house, flat, room), intentionally invite some-
one into this space, allowing them to use one of your most precious items.
Put away your cell phone, laptop, or other electronic devices when speaking in person to 
someone. “That one thing that needs to be responded to right now” can wait. Let that person 
you are speaking with enjoy your full attention.

A few suggestions towards participative hospitality:

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:9-10)

“Practice hospitality.” (Romans 12:13)

Throw a themed party that celebrates life in some creative, wacky manner. Encourage outland-
ish fun, freedom, and an unmitigated experience of joy, not to revel in excess but to take seri-
ously the life of Christ that is now within us.
Celebration takes many forms. If a friend or neighbor is suffering, how do you come alongside 
them, participating in their struggle and yet calling them forth from its drowning effects?
Identify a marginalized person in your life (a neglected friend, an elderly widow, an overlooked 
stranger among you) and befriend them simply for the joy of finding the good within them (the 
Imago Dei they were fashioned from!).
Where victory or growth from struggle is apparent, linger in this triumph. Don’t move too quickly 
from the growth you have experienced through the long fast of the Lenten season. You are 
different now, and Christ’s life has entered yours in ever-increasing ways!

“Celebrate His death and rising, lift your eyes, proclaim His coming!” (Charlie Hall, Mystery)



“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. The life appeared: we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen 
and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.” (1 John 1:1-4)

The Paschal (Easter) mystery is simple: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again” 
(Charlie Hall, Mystery). Yet this mystery demands to be lingered within, for all creation swings 
upon the transition of these 3 simple phrases. So much has taken place within the span of 72 
hours that we must not move forward too quickly, our gaze shifting forward past the profundity 
of Holy Week. For this reason, “the present season of Easter, the fifty days from the Easter Vigil 
to the feast of Pentecost, has its roots in the Church’s efforts to enable the faithful to reflect on 
as many aspects of Christ’s paschal mystery as possible” (Dennis Billy, There Is A Season). 
Echoing John, life has appeared...and our response is to proclaim what we have seen and 
heard, so that all may participate in the fellowship of the Father and Son.
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